
AGENDA REPORT 

 

To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission  

From: Jeremy Howard, City Manager 

Date: September 1, 2021 

Regarding: Discussion Topic – Code Enforcement   

 

For the Agenda September 7, 2021 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Background.    As you know, the City contracts with Clare County for our Code Enforcement needs.  As the Commission 

has discussed in previous meetings, it is the desire of the Commission to continue, as well as increase, the enforcement of 

the existing ordinances and zoning regulations as have been previously adopted. Recently the County added another 

employee that has been able to begin more diligently enforcing those codes and zoning as was requested by the 

Commission.  This has resulted in some positive results and our process of starting with education and asking for 

compliance before having to move to any actually ticket writing or enforcement is working well.   

 

Earlier this month Code Officer, Terry Acton, approached me with questions on some areas of enforcement and direction.  

Much of the enforcement that he has been doing is under the city’s blight ordinance.  However, there is a section of code 

that deals with vehicle storage and parking that is an area that though has been part of the code for many years, hasn’t 

always been enforced. I have included the section of code below for reference.  Since this is a departure from enforcement 

in recent years, we thought it wise to bring this before the entire Commission. Consequently, we have placed this matter 

on the Commission Agenda as a discussion topic.  If the Commission decides this is not something they would like to 

continue to enforce for some reason the other option would be to amend the zoning ordinances accordingly.  If that is the 

desire and outcome of the discussion, I would be looking for direction on what your recommended changes would be to 

start the process with the Planning Commission. 

• Sec. 52-308. - Vehicle storage and parking. 

No vehicle shall be parked in any portion of a front yard within the city unless in a 

prepared driveway or parking area of aggregate or hard surfaced material. The parking or 

storage of a commercial vehicle, excluding an emergency vehicle, of more than two-ton 

capacity is prohibited within any residential district. The parking and storage of a 

recreational vehicle, including a trailer, camper, boat or other similar object shall be 

permitted only in a required side or rear yard. 

(Code 1985, § 5.108; Ord. No. 2008-01, 3-3-2008) 

Issues & Questions Specified.    Should the City Commission direct Code Enforcement staff to begin to seek compliance 

and enforcement under Section 52-308? 

 

Alternatives.   

1. Direct the Code Enforcement staff to begin to seek compliance and enforcement under Section 52-308. 

2. Do not direct Code Enforcement staff to begin to seek compliance and enforcement under Section 52-308 

3. Defer/delay/postpone direction to Code Enforcement staff to begin to seek compliance and enforcement under 

Section 52-308. 

4. Make a recommendation for a proposed amendment to Section 52-308 of the City’s Codes of Ordinance. 

 

Financial Impact.    We are already in a contractual relationship with Clare County to do Code Enforcement for the City 

of Clare so no additional cost would be incurred. 

 

Recommendations.  I recommend that the City Commission have a discussion regarding Code Enforcement issues and 

direct Code Enforcement staff to either begin or refrain from seeking compliance and enforcement under Section 52-308. 

  

Attachments.   

1. None. 


